
Jesus – Up Close and Personal                                     What Would Jesus Say to 
(Part 1)                                                                                                    Barbara Walters? 
                                                                John 1:1-18 

 
1For more resources, go to www.LivingontheEdge.org 

Copyright © 2011 Chip Ingram and Living on the Edge 

 

 
Introduction: 
 

 
 Regardless of one’s view or personal belief system, Jesus Christ is without a doubt 

the most influential person who has ever lived. Whether regarded as a Great 
Teacher, Miracle-worker, Revolutionary, Messiah, or Founder of Christianity, Jesus’ 
life and teaching are the center of much debate, controversy, and ardent devotion.  

 
 

 
 Barbara Walters has become the master of the personal interview. Her claim to 

fame centers around her ability to get behind the “common knowledge” and find out 
what makes people tick. She asks what we are “dying to ask ourselves,” and is not 
afraid to tackle the tough issues.  

 
 
CAN YOU IMAGINE WHAT BARBARA WALTER’S FIRST INTERVIEW 

WITH JESUS MIGHT SOUND LIKE . . .? 
 
 
 
Q-1:  “Who exactly are you?  Where did you come from?” 
 
 
A-1:    “1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

 God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through Him all things were made; 
without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that 
life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has 
not understood it.” 
                               John 1:1-5 (NIV) 

 
 

Summary: 
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Q-2:  “Not to be disrespectful, but can anyone corroborate your story?  These 
             are fantastic claims!” 
 
 
A-2:   “ 6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  

7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him 
all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming 
into the world.”  

                                    John 1:6-9 (NIV)                   
              
 
 

Summary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q-3:  “When you look back on your earthly ministry, what was your greatest  
  disappointment and by contrast , your greatest joy?” 
 
 
A-3:   “10He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the 

 world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His 
own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who 
believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God-- 13 

children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's 
will, but born of God.”  

                       John 1:10-13 (NIV) 
                          
 

Summary: 
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Q-4:  “Why did you choose to come to Earth in the way you did?  What purpose or 

 mission were you seeking to accomplish?” 
 
 
A-4:  “14The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen 

His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15 John testifies concerning Him. He cries out, saying, "This 
was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because 
He was before me.'" 16 From the fullness of His grace we have all received 
one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God 
the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made Him known.”  

 
    John 1:14-18 (NIV)             
    

Summary: 
 
 
 
Conclusion:   
 
The eternal, second person of the Trinity, the Creator of the Universe, took on human 
flesh and came to live upon the Earth.  His name is Jesus and He came to show you 
what God is like and how much you matter to Him. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1. If you could ask Jesus one question about His life and/or ministry, what would you 

ask?  
 

2. What new insight did you gain about Jesus from today’s message?  
 
 

3. In what specific ways does Jesus distinguish Himself from all other religious 
teachers?  
 

4. How does Jesus’ reason for visiting this planet affect you? How would you describe 
your relationship with Jesus in a paragraph or less?  

 
 
 


